John Gilley
October 2, 1947 - August 24, 2021

On Monday, August 24th, 2021, Johnny Ray Gilley, husband, father, grandfather, passed
away at the age of 74. John was born on October 2nd, 1947 in Skiatook, OK to Waymon
and Wilma (Switzner) Gilley. He was a humble man who spent his working years as a
contractor and carpenter. Early on in his life, he worked in a cotton field. On September
21st, 1964, he married Mary Jean Clements. They raised two children, Jeffery Mark and
Anita Ann. John had a passion for building, designing, and rigging things. He was well
known for “Papa John-ing” things, his artistic ability, and being stubborn. He knew how
materials worked together and could design, or redesign, anything he set his mind to.
John created music and played the guitar; he also enjoyed painting with his wife, Mary.
Many years were spent on the waters of Skiatook lake as a professional bass fisherman
alongside his brother, Bill Gilley. They won many tournaments and awards. John was
preceded in his death by his parents, Waymon and Wilma; wife, Mary Jean; daughter,
Anita Ann; and many siblings. He is survived by his son, Jeffrey; three grandchildren,
Krystal, Rachael, and Jeffrey; and siblings, Dorothea and Bill. John was a private man and
per his wishes there will be no services. John will be cremated at Floral Haven Funeral
Home in Broken Arrow, OK. John’s ashes will be spread at Wolf Creek Pass in Colorado
to spend eternity with his wife and daughter. The family wishes to send a special thank
you to Rachael & Joshua Bookout and the staff at Pawhuska Hospital for their care and
compassion.

Comments

“

Johnny was a cousin & friend. He was always fun to be around. He was never
boring. One of the most artistic people that I've known. He loved the outdoors & as
his granddaughters said he was always tinkering with something. He will be missed. I
ask the Lord for Peace to his family & friends.. God bless you'll..

Theresa Wann Callahan - September 04 at 11:18 AM

“

Papa John was my grandfather. Words can't express how trying the past 6 months
were for him. I have peace that he is no longer in pain and he has been released
from the shackles of this world. Rest in peace Papa John and keep tinkering away!

Krystal Medina - September 01 at 05:19 PM

